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For pearly three years a 
group of young 
Washingtonians have been 
laboring in obscurity, putting 
out a c magazine from a 
basement in the Adams- 
Morgan section of the city, 
trying to convince the 
American public that the fclA 
is evil. 4 i . 

Now this group, which calls 
itself the Fifth Estate, is 
reaching audiences as never 
before because, ironically, the 
CIA has so bitterly denounced 

V L , 

.. “IE looks like the CIA has 
■ made us famous," said Fifth 
■j Estate member Winslow 
Peck, more with incredulity 
.than glee. “Instead of us 
* fingering them, the CIA has 
g fingered us." 

i’^eck and his colleagues, a 
collection of a half-dozen 
antiwar activists and 
dropouts in their 20s, 
have been catapulted into 
public attention because the 
CIA has claimed the group is 
responsible, at least in- 
directly, for the assassination 
of CIA station chief Richard S, 
Welch in Greece an Dec. 23. 

The CIA has charged that by 
naming Welch as a CIA 
operative in their magazine, 
Counter-Spy, the Fifth Estate 
contributed to his death. 

They have been on the 
Today Show, major national 
radio and television networks 
and they jiaye been in- 
terviewed by the country's 
major newspapers. 

‘ * Base ic ally, we're out to 
burst the bubble on James 
Bond," said Tim Butz' one of 
the leaders of the group. 

For too long, he said. 
Americans have held the CIA 
as^ some sort of mysterious 
entity that should not be 
challenged. "People , sort of 
thought of it like God— it's too 
big to understand," said Eda 
Gorden, another Fifth Estate 
member. 

So what their Organization is 
Irying to do, Butz said, is 
provide hitherto unknown 



information about national 
security agencies and the 
criminal justice system in 
general, and about the CIA in 




Fifth Estate was launched 
by author Norman Mailer, 
who envisioned forming 
“something equivalent to 
Nader's Raiders , . * an 
ombudsman composed of 
literary, scholarly and 
detective minds . , , to avert | 
the country's slide into 
totalita nanism." 

Peck, Butz and others, in^ 
valved in various antiwar 
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efforts in Washington, had the 
same idea, and they merged ! 
into the Fifth Estate, with 




Counter-Spy has a cir- 
culation of about 3,000, 
Butz, Peck, Gordon and four 
other “coeditors,' 1 whose 
interests ran frhm Attica to 
Wounded Knee, put out 
Counter-Spy. They operate on 
a 520.000 a year budget 
financed through sub- 
scriptions and donations* 

They volunteer their time 
for the Fifth Estate, Butz said, 
and survive by working part- 
time in such jobs as bar- 
tending and free-lance 
research. Butz attends school 
on the GI Bill. : 

Butz, 2B, served in Vietnam 
in the Air Force in 1966 and 
subsequently entered Kent 
State University in Ohio as a 
journalism student. It was 
there, he said, that he became 
active in the antiwar 
movemen t. . ( 

PorLer, a journalism school 
dropout, wrote stories on San 
Diego financier C. Arnholt 
Smith in ah alternative paper 
there long before Smith was 




Margaret Van Houten, 2B P 
who worked her way through 
the State University of New 
York at Buffalo as a sociology 
major, then became enraged 
over the uprising at Attica, 
found her way to Washington 
and the now heads a prison 
reform study group for the 
Fifth Estate. 

They function as 
“coeditors" of the magazine, 
drawing editorial con- 
tributions from 220 






3y Joe Heiberge 



■Tftt wash Ington Post 



an antiwar activist who taught 
school in Mexico for a while 
before joining the Fifth 
Estate, 

The group works with an 
advisory board of former 
government employees and 
libertarians, including such 
New Left, activists as David 
Dellinger and William Kun~ 
slier, compiling research and 
making appearances when 
they can. 

Blitz and Garden said they 
first heard of Ridiard Welch’s 
death on the night of Dec. 23 
when a New York . Times 
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( His first question was, 
Why are you responsible for 
the death of Richard Welch"* Ml 
Butz said, ; 1 

L ’ He said he had heard about 
us from the CIA. We were 
angered and shocked that they 
would blame us for his death.” 
Welch had been named as a 
CIA agent in journals and 
magazines for years, Peck 
said, “He was well known by 
t his enemies; CIA agents are 
known in the countries they 
work; it's people here who 
don’t know who they are.” 
County-Spy first published 
Welch's name last January in 
an article about what CIA 
station chiefs do. His name 
appeared in the magazine 
again last June, this time as a 
CIA operative whom some 



Peruvian priests believed was 
trying to interfere in that 
country’s religious life. 

Fifth Estate members said 
they were unaware that Welch 
had been transferred from 
Peru to Greece, Butz said, A 
Greek newspaper identified 
Welch as the chief CIA officer 
in Greece a month before his 
death, 

Butz said his organization 
sees the CIA attack on them as 
an attempt to use 1 the Fifth 
Estate as a “whipping boy” 
for critics of the CIA in 
general in this time df in- 
creasing scrutiny of the 
agency, “It's a lot more 
convenient to pick on us than 
the Senate Intelligence 
Committee/ 1 Butz said 

David Atlee Phillips, head of 
the Association of Retired 
Intelligence Officers and a 
staunch defender of the CIA, 
has spoken out bitterly against 



Fifth Estate in television 
debates. i 

9 

Congress, Phillips said, is 
expressing “honest concern” 
about the CIA, but Counter 
Spy stories are “irrespon- 
sible,” drawing information 
from suspect sources. “Such 
irresponsibility will see that 
people will become dead/' he 
said. 

Fifth Estate members 
defend the veracity of their 
articles, and claim that 
congressional committees 
investigating the CIA use the 
Fifth Estate as a resource. 

“They're a darn good 
organization; their in- 
formation has been accurate 
without exception/ 1 said ar 
administrative aide for a 
c congressman on the House 
Select Intelligence' 1 Com’ 
mittee. 

The Fifth Estate has not 
solicited interviews, and does 
not seek to expand its 
operation in the aftermath of 
the W T e!ch shooting, members 




“We are not taking any 
pleasure in this tragic event/ 1 
said Peck. “And we are not 
taking credit for it either," 
said Gorden. 

Fifth Estate will continue to 
publish names of CfA agents, 
Butz said, “because it allows 
the American people to know 
who they are, and holds them 
responsible for their actions." 

Meanwhile, members of the 
group said they will consider 
whether to withhold names of 
CIA officers when they have 
not yet been printed in local 
papers in the countries where 
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